For immediate release

Eastspring Investments’ launches
Malaysia’s first Investors’ Growth and Income Index
Kuala Lumpur (14 November 2013) – Eastspring Investments, the Asia
asset management arm of UK-based Prudential plc, today announced
Malaysia’s first ‘Growth and Income Index’ together with the findings of its
Unit Trust Fund Investor Behaviour Study.
The Growth and Income Index offers insights into the asset allocation plans of
Malaysian unit trust fund investors for the next six months.
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The index, with a score of 46*, shows that there is an allocation preference
over income funds among Malaysian current and intended fund investors in
the next six months.
“Our study shows that Malaysian unit trust fund investors are continuously
searching for yield and increasingly looking at alternative options, such as
Asian multi asset income funds and global high yield bond funds to capture
income and returns in the next six months,” said Mr Alvin Chiu, Head of
Marketing, Eastspring Investments.
“Malaysian investors are known for their eagerness to stay abreast of
investment information and their proactiveness in managing their portfolios,”
said Lynn Cheah, Chief Executive Officer of Eastspring Investments Berhad
in Malaysia. “According to the survey, fund investors in Malaysia, particularly
the unit trust fund intenders, are keen on increasing their allocation in income
funds. This is an important indicator for the asset management industry, as
well as for Eastspring Investments when it comes to product offerings in
Malaysia.”
Eastspring Investments’ research is based on 300 interviews with Malaysian
unit trust fund investors in July 2013.
According to the research, Malaysian income fund investors show a clear
preference for Asian high dividend equities (45%) and Asian bonds (40%)
over other income fund categories.
In the next six months, Malaysian unit trust fund investors are planning to
move away from these two categories, a decrease of 1% and 11%
respectively, and reallocate their investments into Asian multi asset incomes
(+12%), global high yield bonds (+8%), global multi asset income (+7%) and
global high dividend equities (+5%).

Investment portfolio
In terms of asset allocation, Malaysian unit trust fund investors on average
have 43% of their capital investing in unit trust funds, the highest among all
the countries covered in this research (Singapore, Taiwan, Hong Kong and
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Malaysia remains the most popular investment destinations for Malaysian unit
trust fund investors. In the next six months, however there is expected to be a
moderate increase in interest in the global (+5%) and emerging markets
(+5%).
Slightly more than half of Malaysia’s unit trust fund holders make their
investments through a regular savings plan, and most investors conducted a
regular yearly portfolio review.
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Confidence and attitude
Malaysian unit trust fund investors have the most confidence in cash and real
estate –much higher than other countries. The outlook for alternatives and
bonds in the next six months is also expected to improve, hinting at a possible
shift towards a income orientation in the future.
Understanding of investments
The findings reveal that only 27% of income fund investors in Malaysia claim
that they fully understand the risks involved in the income funds they are
currently investing in. Out of this group of investors, 43% however agree that
“All bond funds are the same and low risk” which is an incorrect statement.
This highlights the need of investor education among investors in Malaysia.
Majority of the investors are actively looking for more information on income
funds, and they prefer to receive regular updates and news from fund
managers and read more on internet where people discuss about it.
“Our forward-looking study will not only help us keep abreast of unit trust fund
investor attitudes and preferences but also help us to develop products and
investor education programmes to suit their needs,” said Mr Chiu.
- ENDS -

* The Growth-Income Index is a one number score that describes the net direction
of preferences of unit trust fund investors (including those intending to invest in unit
trust funds) as either shifting toward income funds or shifting toward growth funds in
the next six months.
The Eastspring Investments Unit trust Fund Investor Behaviour Study is an
annual survey designed to track current asset allocation and investment attitudes of
unit trust fund investors, understand the key drivers of decision making, measure
market confidence, and evaluate investment intentions for the next six months. The
study was conducted in July 2013 and involved online interviews with 1501 investors
in Hong Kong, Singapore, Malaysia, Taiwan and Korea.

About Eastspring Investments:
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asset
Eastspring Investments, part of Prudential Corporation Asia, is Prudential's
management business in Asia. It is one of Asia's largest asset managers, with operations in 14
markets (including offices in the US, Luxembourg and now, in the UK), just under 2,000
employees in Asia and about US$94 billion (£62 billion) in assets under management (at June
30, 2013).
More than one-third of Eastspring Investments' total assets are sourced from third party clients
including a wide range of retail and institutional investors. Eastspring Investments also
manages the assets of life and pension products sold by Prudential plc in the UK, the US and
across Asia.
Eastspring Investments operates in Japan, Malaysia, Singapore, South Korea, Taiwan, Hong
Kong, the United Arab Emirates, Vietnam and Indonesia, and has joint venture operations in
India, China and Hong Kong. The business opened a US sales operation in 2012 and
established a management company in Luxembourg earlier this year.
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Together with Eastspring Investments, Prudential Corporation Asia (PCA) comprises the life
insurance businesses of Prudential plc in Asia spanning 13 markets: Cambodia, China, Hong
Kong, India, Indonesia, Japan, Korea, Malaysia, the Philippines, Singapore, Taiwan, Thailand,
and Vietnam. Prudential plc is an international financial services group with operations
spanning Asia, the US and the UK.
This press release is prepared for information purposes only and may not be published,
circulated, reproduced or distributed in whole or part, whether directly or indirectly, to any other
person without the prior written consent of Eastspring Investments Berhad. It should not be
construed as an offer or solicitation for the subscription, purchase or sale of any securities
mentioned herein. Whilst we have taken all reasonable care to ensure that the information
contained in this document is not untrue or misleading at the time of publication, we cannot
guarantee its accuracy or completeness. Any opinion or estimate contained in this document is
subject to change without notice. Investors may wish to seek advice from a financial adviser
before making a commitment to invest in units of any of our funds. Eastspring Investments
Berhad and its related and affiliated corporations together with their respective directors and
officers may have or may take positions in the securities mentioned in this document and may
also perform or seek to perform broking and other investment services for the corporations
whose securities are mentioned in this document as well as other parties. The graphs or charts
are included for illustrative purposes only. Past performance is not necessarily a guide to future
performance. The predictions, projections, or forecast on the economy, securities markets or
the economic trends of the markets are not necessarily indicative of the future or likely
performance of Eastspring Investments Berhad or any funds managed by Eastspring
Investments Berhad. The value and any income accruing to the investments, if any, may fall as
well as rise. An investment is subject to investment risks, including the possible loss of the
principal amount invested. Eastspring Investments companies (excluding JV companies) are
ultimately wholly-owned/indirect subsidiaries of Prudential plc of the United Kingdom.
Eastspring Investments companies (including JV’s) and Prudential plc are not affiliated in any
manner with Prudential Financial, Inc., a company whose principal place of business is in the
United States of America.
For more information on Eastspring Investments, please visit:
www.eastspringinvestments.com.my
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Prudential plc, incorporated and with its principal place of business in England, and its affiliated
companies constitute one of the world's leading financial services groups and has been in existence for
over 160 years It provides insurance and financial services directly and through its subsidiaries and

